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KOLKATA, July 11: Dr
~‘Manmohan Singh - today
said his government was
committed. to ensuring
excellence and to widen-
" ing all sections’ access to
education: i
_~Alluding to the ‘current
reservation-related con-

troversy, - ‘the ' Prime
Minister said: “We will
commit adequate

résources - to-a massive
expansion. of our higher
education system so_every
section of society has ade-
quate opportunities.”

" He felt we could not
“claim to be a rising

knowledge power if less’

than 8 per cent” of our col-

lege-age ‘youths found-

their way into those mstl—'
tutions of learning. .
Dr Singh, who laid the
foundation of the Indian
Institute of Science
Education and Research at
the - Saha Institute of
Nuclear Physics in Salt
Lake City, urged state gov-
ernments “comprehen-
sively”
nation'’s university system.
He' expressed concern
about the " universities’
“deteriorating
over the past two decades”
which, he felt, was under-

mining the “base”™ of “our’

- scientific research.”

He sdid: “We wil_'l, de-~

igh

-~ Indian

-and at

to revamp the.

health....

bureaucratise science and :
technology “institutions
and ensure their academic.
autonomy. We will create
exciting career opportuni-
ties for scientists so we can
‘retain our talent at home.”
The' chief minister, Mr
Buddhadeb
Bhattacharjee, said: “The
[SER is going 'to ‘be a
unique institution, both at

- Kolkata and "Pune.” The

state: ‘government - has
-allotted. 220 acres  at
Haringhata.”

The Union minister: of

.state for human resources

development, Mr MAA
Fatmi, “said the IISER
would have inter-discipli-
nary courses in biological,
mathematical and com-
‘puter sciences, -

. Classes, beginning next
month. will be heldon-the
Kolkata campus of. the
Institute - -of
Technology, - Kharagpur,
the *"-National
Institute ‘of - Technical
Teachers” Training and
Research-until the institu-
tion's bmldmgs come up at
Haringhata. .+

‘Students from the listed
as well ‘as eéconomically
1backward ‘classes will not
be required to pay-any

. tuition fees, Mr Fatmi said.

The defence minister,
‘Mr  Pranab- Mukherjee, .
said: "Agm -1 W'lqapartxal
success.”



